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Fault location method for multi-branch distribution network lines based on
time-domain differential operation
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Abstract: To address the high cost of installing fault location terminals and the complexity of wavefront identification in
multi-branch distribution network lines, a fault location method based on time-domain differential operation is proposed.
First, the line-mode component of the fault-induced voltage traveling waves is expressed as an exponentially decaying
component superimposed on a sinusoidal waveform within a specific time window. By applying a time-domain
differential operation, the sinusoidal component is eliminated, thereby transforming the fault traveling wave into pulse
signals. Furthermore, temporal sequence constraints for the fault reflection waves are established to accurately identify the
arrival times of the wavefronts when faults occur on different branches. Finally, various fault scenarios are simulated and
validated in MATLAB/Simulink. The results indicate that the proposed method can achieve accurate fault localization with
traveling-wave acquisition devices installed only on the main line. The method exhibits minimal sensitivity to variations
in fault type, initial inception angle, and fault resistance, demonstrating excellent reliability and cost-effectiveness.
This work is supported by the National Natural Science Foundation of China (No. 52107111).
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Fig. 1 Fault traveling-wave lattice diagram
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Fig. 2 Line-mode component of fault voltage traveling wave
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Fig. 3 Propagation path diagram of fault traveling wave
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4.1.2 W SR AE X AT I SR AR A8 5

RIE— 2 AR A SO VR IS M AR P, R
H5/NEASA HHT J7ikt st bbb, 1E05
A 50 dB I st e R IR R, BEADLZR B AN R o7
FER 2L S S SR R e N V(=& SES O PN/
SERIEEIA, 3 Fhor vk m R e A 45 R 1 R

R 1T Bar s, 7EFTA MR T,
db6 /NEARHE AT HHT [1)°F¥4 3% 22 5351 8 20.79 m A

1233 m, MASTTERFERRZERDN, 95.92 m.
XS PR A AR ST i I 3022 53 38 SR0K WO A T I g
KR AN ME S HE TR E, 5 db6 NEE
HITEAMLE, KA ES R, 5 HAT 77
A B AN LE AR S VR B I A iy 15280
F=1 TREMERT 3 M ENSBEE MR
Table 1 Fault location results of three methods under

various scenarios

R webEEE MO dkE WS/ WK FEfL Eaha

Jiik UmEEE/m RA ©) HE/Q 4%/m  ®%F/m
700 Ag 10 300 718.08  18.08
1400 AB 50 100 1419.16  19.16
j\t;; 2100  ABC 90 200 212025 2025
- 2800  ABg 60 500 282133 2133
3500 Cg 20 1000 352241 2241
4200  BCg 90 200 422349 2349
700 Ag 10 300 659.66 4034
1400 AB 50 100 140456  4.56
HHT 2100  ABC 90 200 2105.64  5.64
Jrk 2800 ABg 60 500 280672 6.72
3500 Cg 20 1000 3507.81  7.81
4200  BCg 90 200 420889  8.89
700 Ag 10 300 702.58 2.58
1400 AB 50 100 140258  2.58
KX 2100  ABC 90 200 210544 544
JrEE 2800 ABg 60 500 280688  6.88
3500 Cg 20 1000 350831 831
4200  BCg 90 200 420974 974

BEAk, ASCT7ES /N EAR . HHT JHEAEA ]
R SR AN 00N SEVEAH 8 AL 45 R LEan bt % B
# B1—% B4 iR,

4.1.3 FRE A AR

TR FEAN RISk b 58 7 1 1) 58 LI EE s I TE
#% AMD Ryzen 7 7840H #bEEZS A1 16 GB RAM 1}
SEL, X AH F R SR T 3 AT P Bt S ]
BEAT TG, SRR 2 s

2 HEIFHT 3 M7 AN ERE

Table 2 Computational times of three algorithms

under identical conditions

BT E H7 VLT L R)/ms
AN AR 61.79
HHT 176.22
AL TTE 30.42

HIZR 2 W4T, AR s s A M s 7y
figE RS ANTBE S b 8o i 7 O N S A BB O
WG TN IR BB BN, Sk A
TSP, A EE/NEAS R HHT, T 5FRI 73 iy
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Fig. 9 Multi-lateral branches distribution network
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Fig. 10 Wavefront identification results at terminal M

ST M ik Bk ARE S R, R (22)1ES
20 O 9 5 R A3 B — SRS AN 111 ps
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HEH) 9.35 s B 0T I AR AT 18 19 Ske Syl vty 15 2 J S 90
BE—2, R (23) T A B m B 43 3N AP,
FIEEE N 293.56 m A1 296.42 m, I (24)75 5k

AR S P, YRR B9 294.99 m, iR 224 5.01 m.

LEEFTR, AT H R 53 S B Bk e 6 T
VI A R AT U ) I I 20 26 R SRR R
fiE, A EEFIIEAR R, KSR IL B A R B e 4t
TPk PIHEERKY, ZINEELTF RS
AR AR i I e B SRR, SR T EARE S
P, O A PR RS v S A7, [ P 2 3 PR T 0 o 2K i i
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4.2.2 F LRI E AL 45 Rt

FEETZ M MN A0 2 Ml 25 41 15
B, 1930 Bk A 45 R 3 B
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Table 3 Fault location results on main lines

R

[ MR [ [ i AL AL
X B . Bt /(%) HRR/Q  Z%/m  iR%E/m
% /m

MP, 300 ABg 90 100 283.52 16.48
MP, 600 Ag 50 300 605.01 5.01
MP, 900 AB 80 500 882.66 17.34
PP, 1400 ABC 10 100 1423.35 2335
PP, 1800 Cg 90 200 1803.29 3.29
PP, 2200 Ag 50 1000 2183.24 16.79
PP, 2600 Ag 80 1000 2607.02 7.02
P,P; 3400 ABg 20 300 3425.36 25.36
P,P; 3800 ABg 10 500 3819.91 19.91
P,P; 4200 AB 90 100 4199.86 0.14
P,P; 4600 Ag 50 500 4623.64 23.64
P,P; 5000 Ag 30 800 5018.20 18.20
P,P; 5400 Bg 40 500 5427.37 27.37
P;N 5700 ABC 10 100 5719.63 19.63
P3N 6000 Ag 50 1000 6026.51 26.51
P3N 6300 ABg 90 100 6304.16 4.16

HHER 3 S5 R A, e M imEE 24 300 m
A1 6300 m B, % ZE 45358 16.48 m A1 4.16 m, 7] I,
W o R PR B AR AL, B R ZE AR R TR BRI
FEI PN - 24P fE B9 900 m. e AB. i
HLFEL A 500 Q. R £ A 80K, SE AT R %5 M 17.34 m;
T 24P R BN 5000 m. #FESRAN Ag. i HL
FEA 800 Q. #f& £y 30°KF, 1RZ 4 1820 m, 1]
W, AEPHEEAET, g RYERE, W
i 2% A4 0oF 72 ALK BEE TR RE MmN

TEA R 2, B 7 V3 R I B s 1
R AR e, RZEVEERERTE 30m DA, 1X
J& T AR SCH (AR i S SR P 24 TR G AR I )
PE RS 5 bk R 2T SOR TR, AR A R
SPI,  FER T R S IR R R R R A T 1 V2
HATHE AL, THRRI B R RZE AR, AR
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HERFIE, FEANIR) 7 S 4 AR AN [F) s 2% A1 R (1Y)
SRS 49 3 2k B P.Q, 1 P,Q, KR iR, A
FH M s 0 22 8 R A 38 ) B F R AT IS S
FQ24) TS fURE B 73 SO BB 00 3K
P P,Q, A AE MRS, T N i i 225 SR AR B (1)
B F R AT I AE R, dl I X (25) TSR R R R B ) 3
REEE . [FIN, PR SR SR AR i I A W
B P G UM (YA A SV S R E DS R
BRI 03 SCA R WU T AL TR BT R, B AL
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Table 4 Fault location results on branch lines
[

o Iyt [/ S V-1 S =Y VAR B2 74 DA
Xk . FH ) f/Q  &i%/m  Z%/m
#H/m

PiQ 100 ABC 10 100 97.81 89.97
PiQ 200 Ag 30 100 193.62 177.65
PiQ: 300 AB 50 500 296.81 294.56
PQ 500 ABg 80 1000 503.19 499.14
PQ 600 ABC 90 200 599.01 616.05
PQ 700 Bg 10 300 709.56 703.73
P,Q; 200 Cg 90 200 199.58 170.63
P,Q; 400 Ag 50 1000 397.73 389.83
P2Qa 600 Ag 80 500 603.22 609.03
P,Qy 800 ABg 20 300 801.37 784.39
P,Qx 1000 AB 10 500 1006.86 988.97
P,Q, 1200 ABC 70 100 1219.69  1193.55
P3Qs 100 AB 50 100 94.31 101.15
P3Qs 200 Ag 30 800 212.93 218.05
P3Q; 300 ABC 40 1000 294.48 305.73
P3Q; 400 Ag 90 200 390.86 422.64

R 4 G550 0TH1, BT AL T VAR AN [R i S
AR 2 PRI B S R . o, 4
PQ,~ P,Q, 1 P,Q, 353l K AL MR, o7 ~F-3%)
WZEHN 409 m. 5.64m 1 832m, A, EAN
[ BE IR 70 SR % R AE M I L, 10 N 7 Vs
)] SEDURE A 0 P B B o 2R T S R
¥ P,Q, b, MPEIEE T A Q, A 200 m. 400 m.
600 m. 800 m. 1000 m #1 1200 m I}, Ef7iRZESsy
BN 042m. 2.27m. 3.22m. 1.37m. 6.86m Al
19.69 m, 455K, 2 AR 2=l i A 51 5 Q, IR
BRI AKR, W, ZTTE LA i
SR, ANEWRERA ., SR AR,
LR ZE I RFFIE AR, RPASCHIEER & T
N EAREE. FR, &4 PEANFETHERT,

ASCFTRTTE N E L AE R T HIRZE DY 5.22 m,  TIAE
B 2K 73 SCER I A i T 5% DN 2 T )5 67 45 R T 2 ik
#2089 11.36 m, A WASCHr 7 A/ E js /b I 2 B
ISR 7 AAE R

g3 b, ASOr s Rl BB AR
R, A R R T A 4 2 s A g v 1) SR BR A
A — e LR E .

5 i

BT HEL X 22 4 S 2R B AT I8 LR R AN T VAT AE
T S A e PRt AR A it 7 A s P ), AR SCHR
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SENL Tk . WIS EIRUE T TR . FE
7oy (I
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Fig. A1 Wavefront identification results at terminal M using
HHT method under 30 dB noise
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Fig. A2 Wavefront identification results at terminal N using
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Fig. A3 Wavefront identification results at terminal M using

wavelet transform under 30 dB noise
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Fig. A4 Wavefront identification results at terminal N using

wavelet transform under 30 dB noise
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Table B1 Fault location results of three methods at

different fault distances

m
AOREE M S /N HHT J5i%: ARIT7 i
BB SE 4 R SE R ERLEE AR
700 718.08 659.66 702.58
1400 1419.16 1404.56 1404.01
2100 2120.25 2105.64 2105.44
2800 2821.33 2806.72 2806.88
3500 352241 3507.81 3508.31
4200 4223.49 4208.89 4209.74
4900 4924.58 4909.97 4911.18

ANBAR IR HHT  J735: 1 R 45 R~ B4R 22
A 21.57 m A1 11.74 m, AR5 PR %R
6.92m. AJ W, ACTTVEAE IR B AR I AR E -

X B2 XL T ARSTTEE /NS A HHT J77%
A T Y FL BEL AR A B 11 7 7 1% 22 (B R BS54 700 m,
MR Ag, RSN 60°).

% B2 FEIFEBET 3 M ENEMER
Table B2 Fault location results of three methods under

different transition resistances

. N A 7 HHT J5% ARIT7 i
T HL R/ Q - N N
SE f745 HL/m SE P4 /m SE P45 /m
10 718.08 659.66 702.58
50 718.08 659.66 702.58
100 718.08 659.66 702.58
200 718.08 659.66 702.58
500 718.08 659.66 702.58
750 718.08 659.66 702.58
1000 718.08 659.66 702.58

/NP HHT J7iE 8 AR 2 53 5108 18.08 m
A 4034 m, TACTIEMEMRERZEN 2.58m, &K
SCOTVEAE R B P AR B SR AR E

F B3 XFEL T AT R /ANEAR R HAT 5%k
TE B A AR AR ) e 3% 25 (MO B 258 3200 m,
PN 100 Q, #FEZERN Ag).

NS T VER HHT 74 E AR 2N
1.08 m, WA HIEMEAMIRZEN 0.85 me ALTT
TEAE W A I R PR E o

X BA XL T ARSI AN A HHT J7i2:
TE R S TR AR AW s 1) 5 A 15 25 (PR P 5 A 4600 m,
B/ A 100 Q, #BE A 60°).

AN HHT 73510 8 R 22 53 5128 25.96 m
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M 1136 m, TIATTEREMREEN 633 m. &
STIFRAEAN A P 2R 7 R SR A A .
% B3 TEIHIEAT 3 #AEAMENLER
Table B3 Fault location results of three methods under

different fault angles

. AN AR TR HHT 7% ARILTTVE
W F71/(°) . . .
FENLEE R /m SEALLE R /m FEALEE R /m

0 3201.08 3201.08 3200.85
15 3201.08 3201.08 3200.85
30 3201.08 3201.08 3200.85
45 3201.08 3201.08 3200.85
60 3201.08 3201.08 3200.85
75 3201.08 3201.08 3200.85
90 3201.08 3201.08 3200.85

% B4 NEBIFERET 3 fha A EMER
Table B4 Fault location results of three methods

for different fault types

m
e 4‘/&"&?5%73 HH”F ik 4@7‘5&
LR SENLLE SENLLE

Ag 4574.04 4588.64 4606.33
Cg 4574.04 4588.64 4606.33
AB 4574.04 4588.64 4606.33
BC 4574.04 4588.64 4606.33
ABg 4574.04 4588.64 4606.33
ACg 4574.04 4588.64 4606.33
ABC 4574.04 4588.64 4606.33
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